
Head of the Judiciary
Ebrahim Raisi
C/o Permanent Mission of Iran to the UN
Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28
1209 Geneva
Switzerland

Dear Mr Raisi,

Yasaman Aryani and her mother, Monireh Arabshahi, were sentenced to a shocking 16 years in
prison for campaigning against discriminatory forced veiling laws. They were arrested in April 2019
in relation to a video that showed them without headscarves on a women-only train handing out
flowers on International Women’s Day. This brave act, where Yasaman spoke of her hope for a
future when all women in Iran would have the freedom to choose what to wear, was shared in a
video that went viral on social media.

I urge you to release Yasaman Aryani and her mother Monireh Arabshahi, immediately and
unconditionally as they are prisoners of conscience, jailed solely for their human rights work. Until
they are released, please ensure they have regular contact with a lawyer of their choosing. I also
urge you to stop criminalizing the work of women’s rights defenders and abolish forced veiling
laws.

Yours sincerely,



14/12/2019
Yasaman Aryani

SHOW YASAMAN YOU’RE WITH HER Take a photo or video of yourself taking action like
Yasaman did: handing out flowers, or experiencing the sun, wind or rain on your hair. Post these
on your social media accounts, tagging them #FreeYasaman with a message to
@yasamanaryani95 and Iran’s leader @khamenei_ir. You can also send your photos/videos to
Iran_team@amnesty.org.
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