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SUMMARY 
Over three million people have been displaced by the ongoing conflict in Iraq, the highest number and fastest rate 

of people displaced in the world in 2015 according to the International Comm ittee of the Red Cross (ICRC).1  

In five provinces most of the displaced cannot return to their homes as their towns and villages, taken over by the 

`qldc fqnto b`kkhmf hsrdke ®Hrk`lhb Rs`sd¯ 'HR( since mid-2014 , remain under IS control or have been recaptured 

by Iraqi and Kurdish forces and militias but remain unsafe or have sustained extensive damage in the fighting.  

Many of the displaced are being prevented from returning by the Kurdish Peshmerga and Iraqi government forces 

and paramilitary militias who recaptured the areas from IS in an attempt to  consolidate their control over 

territories which have long been disputed.2  

This reports focusses on areas of northern Iraq where Peshmerga forces of the semi-autonomous Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG) are preventing residents of Arab villages and Arab residents of mixed Arab-Kurdish 

towns from returning to their homes, and in some cases have destroyed or permitted the destruction of their 

homes and property ± seemingly as a way to prevent their return in the future.  

Some of the displaced families fled their homes when IS fighters captured their villages in the second half of 

2014 . Others only fled when fighting broke out between IS and Peshmerga forces, as the latter drove IS fighters 

out from the areas in late 2014 and in 2015 .  Some families were expelled from their homes by Peshmerga forces 

after these had taken control of the areas.  

Displaced families took little or nothing with them when they fled, thinking they would soon return home.  Many 

farmed the land and herded animals in and around their villages, and have not only lost their homes but also their 

livelihood. Displaced families are now sheltering in camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs), where 

conditions are dire and humanitarian assistance woefully inadequate, or in disused or unfinished buildings lacking 

sanitation and basic facilities , many without access to humanitarian aid. Some are being hosted by relatives in 

already overcrowded homes and others rent accommodation which they may soon have to give up as their savings 

run out.  

The displaced are also subject to restrictions on their movements imposed by the KRG authorities, which severely 

limit their ability to work, study or even access medical care.3 ®Lx bghkcqdm cnms fn sn rbgnnkanymore because 

the primary schools near here teach in Kurdish and they only speak Arabic, and my two older daughters cannot 

finish university because getting to Erbil is too expensive as there is no public transport, `mc vd b`ms fn sn Jhqjtj

because we dnms g`ud odqlhsr+¯ ` sd`bgdq chrok`bdc eqnl L`jgltq snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k-4 

KRG officials have offered various explanations of why residents are not allowed to return to their villages: Because 

the areas are not yet safe; because Arab residents of these areas cooperated or may cooperate with IS or that 

residents have gone to IS-controlled areas and will not return. Officials have made such sweeping allegations 

                                                      

1 Iraq: Highest number of displaced in 2015 ; ICRC, 29 December 2015 https://www.icrc.org/en/document/iraq-highest-number-

displaced-2015   

2 ®I`k`vk` hr ` Jtqchrg snvm- Vd snnj bnmsqnk ne hs vhsg ntq aknnc- Mn nsgdq enqbdr rgntkc ad rddm hmrhcd I`k`vk`+¯ General 

Mahmud Sangawi, head of Peshmerga forces in Jalawla, to Rudaw, 15 November 2015: 

http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/151120151   

®@rhcd eqnl sgd Jtqchrs`m ek`f+vd cn mns `bbdos `mx nsgdq ek`f qhrhmf nudq Rhmi`q+¯ JQF Oqdrhcdms L`rntc A`qy`mh hm Qtc`v+ 02

November 2015: http://rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/131120155  

3 Iraqi citizens who are not permanent residents of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) need permits to access.  Most of the 

displaced sheltering in areas now controlled by the KRG cannot obtain such permits which would allowed them to move freely 

within the KRI. Some of the displaced are subjected to additional restrictions imposed for security reasons. 

4 Interview, Nineveh, 13 November 2015  

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/iraq-highest-number-displaced-2015
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/iraq-highest-number-displaced-2015
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/151120151
http://rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/131120155


 

 

about entire villages rather than about specific individuals  following proper investigations, and seemingly discount 

outright the possibility that some of those who are today in IS-controlled areas may be trapped there due to 

shifting frontlines. 5 ®Sgdrd uhkk`fdr vdqd sdqqnqhrsr+ sgdx chcms itrs rtoonqs HR+ sgdx vdqd o`qs ne hs,  ̄a security 

official told Amnesty International. 6 

As well, KRG officials have implicitly or explic itly justified  the forcible displacement of Arab residents as a way to 

reverse the mass displacement of Kurds in previous decades, notably during the Saddam Hussein regime, which 

`ssdlosdc sn ®@q`ahrd¯ Jtqchrg qdfhnmr sgqntfg cdlnfq`oghb dmfhmddqhmf- ®We are just taking back some of what 

was ours,¯ ` JQF rdbtqhsx neehbh`k snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k-7    

In Makhmur and Zummar (60 km south-west and 170 km north-west of Erbil), two mixed Kurdish-Arab towns 

which were briefly taken over by IS in the summer of 2014, Kurdish residents have long been back in their homes, 

while Arab residents have not been allowed to return to the towns. In Zummar, many of the homes and shops of 

the Arab residents have been vandalised or destroyed and some are being used by Kurdish residents. 

While some homes and properties of displaced Arab residents may have been damaged or destroyed in the 

fighting, in many cases they were looted, intentionally burned down, bulldozed or blown up after the fighting had 

ended and Peshmerga forces were in control of the areas.  

In five Arab villages (Umm Khabari, Jiri, Sibaya, Al-Sayir and Khazuka) north-east of Sinjar, houses were first 

ransacked and burned down by members of a Yezidi militia in  January 2015, a month after the Peshmerga had 

recaptured there area from IS. Months later, the villages were attacked again and largely destroyed; houses which 

had previously been burned but were still standing and cultivated fi elds around the village were bulldozed.  

Between October 2014 and November 2015 Amnesty International visited 13 villages and towns which were 

recaptured by Peshmerga forces between August 2014 and March 2015 and from which Arab residents remain 

banned ± the towns of Jalawla, Zummar and Makhmur and the villages of Jiri, Sibaya, Umm Khabari, Khazuka, al-

Sayir, Barzanke (north-west), Maktab Khaled, (centre), Bahiza, Jumeili, and Tabaj Hamid (north-east) - and 

reviewed Satellite images for eight of these 10 villages and two others, Nahrawan (centre) and Tubaykh (north-

east), and interviewed displaced residents from these and 15 other villages in surrounding areas. However, 

increasing restrictions on access to these areas have been imposed by the Kurdish authorities in recent months, 

after reports by media and human rights organizations exposing forcible displacement and destruction of property.  

Amnesty International has extensively documented war crimes, crimes against humanity and other gross abuses 

committed by IS fighters and other parties in Iraq. 8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The organization is aware that a large number of Iraqis displaced by the conflict in Iraq, from all ethnic and 

religious communities, including many Arabs, have sought refuge in areas controlled by the KRG, and that the 

KRG authorities have been faced with significant humanitarian and security challenges as a result.  However, the 

cases of forced displacement of residents and unlawful destruction of civilian homes and property highlighted in 

                                                      

5 Initially many residents of areas captured by IS did not leave for fear that their homes would be taken over by IS fighters and 

be bombed by the Iraqi army as a consequence.  Others stayed because they did not want to become refugees.  Subsequently IS 

fighters started to prevent residents from leaving areas under their control.  Currently anyone trying to escape areas under IS 

control risks being killed.  

6 Asayish deputy commander, Snuni, April 2015 

7 Asayish officer, Tell Eskof, October 2014 

8 Amnesty International, Escape from hell: Torture, sexual slavery in Islamic State captivity in Iraq, 23 December 2014, 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2014/12/iraq-yezidi-women-and-girls-face-harrowing-sexual-violence/;  

Amnesty International, Ethnic cleansing on historic scale: the Islamic State's systematic targeting of minorities in northern Iraq, 

2 September 2014, http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mde140112014en_0.pdf  

Amnesty International, Absolute Impunity: Militia Rule in Iraq, 14 October 2014, 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/absolute_impunity_iraq_report.pdf 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2014/12/iraq-yezidi-women-and-girls-face-harrowing-sexual-violence/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mde140112014en_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/sites/default/files/absolute_impunity_iraq_report.pdf


 

 

this report are not isolated incidents. Rather, they are examples of a wider pattern across the disputed areas of 

northern Iraq, where parties which had long vied for exclusive control of these areas are now intent on 

consolidating territorial gains they have made as a result of battlefield successes against IS. Further, these abuses 

`ood`q sn g`ud `s shldr addm bnllhssdc hm qds`kh`shnm enq qdrhcdmsr e`lhkx or community ties or perceived support 

for members of  IS or other armed groups who perpetrated widespread atrocities against civilians and Peshmerga 

forces in the areas.9  

Such practices are in violation of international law regulating the conduct of the parties to a non-international 

armed conflict, which prohibits the displacement of civilians and the destruction or seizure of property not 

required by imperative military necessity.  Suspicions or vague allegations that a certain population group or 

community may support or cooperate with the enemy does not constitute imperative military necessity and cannot 

justify measures which amount to collective punishment.  Amnesty International considers that such cases of 

forced displacement and unlawful destruction of civilian property should be investigated as war crimes.  

Amnesty International calls on the KRG to put an end to the unlawful destruction of homes and property, allow 

those forcibly displaced to return to their homes, provide reparation to victims of such violations, and take steps to 

ensure those responsible for the abuses are held accountable.  The KRG should establish a transparent process to 

inform residents displaced from areas under effective KRG control of the access and damage status of their 

villages, and of the procedures and required criteria for residents to be allowed to return to their homes and 

villages.    

Amnesty International also urges all states providing military and other assistance to the KRG -including members 

US-led coalition fighting IS such as the UK and Germany, and others providing training and capacity building - to 

take concrete and measurable steps to ensure that any assistance they provide does not contribute to the 

commission of violations of international humanitarian law such as forced displacement and unlawful destruction, 

and to publicly condemn such violations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

9 In most cases where local officials or members of KRG security forces alleged to Amnesty International that displaced 

communities were somewhat involved with or supportive of IS, they also alleged that such involvement or support predated the 

arrival of IS in the area and that the communities had previously supported or cooperated with al-P`dc` nq nsgdq rhlhk`q `qldc

groups.    



 

 

 

A map of disputed territories in Iraq © Esri, DigitalGlobe, Geoeye, i-cubed, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping 

 



 

 

METHODOLOGY 
Amnesty International carried out field research in April and November 2015 in areas controlled by the KRG and 

nsgdq o`qsr ne sgd chrotsdc `qd`r ne Hq`p- Sgd nqf`mhy`shnmr qdrdarchers faced difficulties accessing many of the 

areas they wished to visit, were denied access to some areas and asked to leave or escorted out of other areas.  

Though at times the reason given for being denied permission to visit certain areas was insecurity, it appeared to 

be a concerted effort to prevent them from documenting the abuses which had occurred in those areas.   

The researchers carried out field research in 13 towns and villages and interviewed displaced residents of 15 other 

villages in numerous other locations in the disputed areas and elsewhere in Iraq.  They interviewed some 120 

individuals who had experienced or witnessed abuses. All interviews with victims and witnesses were conducted in 

private, without the presence of officials and without any interference.  

Sgd nqf`mhy`shnmr qdrd`qbgdqr `krn lds vhsg JQF neehbh`kr `mc ldladqr ne sgd rdbtqhsx enqbdr hm cheedqdms

locations to request information about their operations. They also met with local and international human rights 

and humanitarian workers, lawyers and journalists. 

Amnesty International also examined and analysed satellite imagery, as well as photo and video material from 

other sources, some publicly available, including reports by media and other organizations.  

In most cases, the names of affected persons and witnesses whose cases and testimonies are included in this 

report have been changed in order to protect their identity.  

In December 2015, Amnesty International wrote to the KRG seeking information about military operations and 

current status of the locations highlighted in this report. No response was received at the time of publication of 

this report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BACKGROUND 
A longstanding territorial dispute has been ongoing between the Arab-dominated Iraqi central government and the 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) for control of the areas south of the Green Line, which demarcates the 

semi-autonomous Kurdistan region established in 1991 from the rest of Iraq. The disputed areas extend from 

Hq`pr vdrsdqm anqcdq vhsg Ryria all the way to the eastern border with Iran.  

The KRG had already established a significant presence and imposed a degree of effective control over parts of the 

disputed areas after the 2003 US-kdc hmu`rhnm ne Hq`p+ vgdm sgd Odrgldqf`+ sgd JQFr `qldc forces, were able to 

advance in the area with the help of the US-led coalition forces.  

Peshmerga forces took effective control of most of these areas in early June 2014, when Iraqi central government 

forces withdrew from the whole of northern Iraq as IS ehfgsdqr b`ostqdc sgd bntmsqxr rdbnmc k`qfdrs bhsx+ Lnrtk-

In the months that followed IS fighters captured some of the territory which had newly come under sole 

Peshmerga control. Most notoriously on 3 August 2014 IS forces stormed the Sinjar region and abducted 

thousands of civilians from the Yezidi minority, massacred hundreds of men and subjected women and girls to 

sexual slavery and other forms of torture.   

The IS takeover of Mosul caused shock and concern in Iraq and beyond, prompting the USA to launch military 

nodq`shnm ®Hmgdqdms Qdrnkud¯10 on 15 June 2014. However, it was the IS atrocities in Sinjar and its subsequent 

advance through nearby towns and villages populated by Christians and other minorities that instigated greater 

involvement of the international community in support of the KRG and their Peshmerga forces. 

As the KRG faced unprecedented humanitarian and security challenges, with hundreds of thousands people 

displaced by the IS onslaught seeking refuge in KRG-controlled areas and the Peshmerga being the only force left 

on the ground to fend off the IS advance, the international community stepped in to provide humanitarian and 

military assistance to the KRG.11   

                                                      

10 US Department of Defense, ®Operation Inherent Resolve: Targetted operations against ISIL terrorists̄, 

http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve (Accessed 19 January 2016) 

11 A plethora of countries (including the US, Canada, the UK, Italy, Germany France and other European countries, Australia and 

Russia) have been providing military assistance to the KRG, in the form of weapons and other military equipment, training, 

`cuhrhmf `mc b`o`bhsx athkchmf- Enq lnqd cds`hkr rdd enq dw`lokd Hmsdqm`shnm`k Bqhrhr Fqnto+ ®@qlhmf Hq`pr Jtqds: Fighting IS, 

Hmuhshmf Bnmekhbs¯+ 01 L`x 1/049

http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/Middle%20East%20North%20Africa/Iraq%20Syria%20Lebanon/Iraq/158 -arming-iraq-

s-kurds-fighting-is-inviting-conflict.pdf    

`mc @ldqhb`m Dmsdqoqhrd Hmrshstsd+ ®Congress should fact-check the Kurds¯+ 17 Itkx 1/049

https://www.aei.org/publication/congress-should-fact-check-the-kurds/ 

http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/Middle%20East%20North%20Africa/Iraq%20Syria%20Lebanon/Iraq/158-arming-iraq-s-kurds-fighting-is-inviting-conflict.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/Middle%20East%20North%20Africa/Iraq%20Syria%20Lebanon/Iraq/158-arming-iraq-s-kurds-fighting-is-inviting-conflict.pdf
https://www.aei.org/publication/congress-should-fact-check-the-kurds/


 

 

 

Peshmerga in Snuni © Amnesty International 

By the last quarter of 2014 PeshMerga forces started to make significant gains against  IS, capturing the towns of 

Zummar and Snuni and surrounding villages in Nineveh governorate, in October and December respectively. Both 

towns had formally been under Iraqi central government control prior to the IS takeover.  The trend continued 

throughout 2015, with the Peshmerga forcing IS fighters out of large parts of the disputed areas, finally ousting 

them from Sinjar city and surrounding areas in November 2015.   

In some areas other armed groups fought alongside the Peshmerga. For example o`q`lhkhs`qx Rgh` lhkhsh`r

supported by the Iraqi central government carried out joint operations in and around the eastern town of Jalawla, 

as did Yezidi militias and Kurdish armed groups from Syria and Turkey in the Sinjar area. KRG officials have 

downplayed or outright rejected the role of forces other than the Peshmerga in the successes achieved against IS, 

but have blamed these other forces for abuses committed in those areas of joint operations.12  

THE DISPUTED AREAS 
Following Kurdish uprisings in the 1960s and 1970s, the Iraqi central government implemented a policy of forced 

chrok`bdldms ne Jtqcr `mc nsgdq lhmnqhshdr eqnl sgd chrotsdc `qd`r- Rtmmh `mc Rgh` @q`ar eqnl nsgdq o`qsr ne sgd

country were given land and encouraged to settle in an attempt to change the demographic composition of the 

                                                      

12 Hmcdodmcdms+ ®I`k`vk`9 Hq`ph bhsx qdl`hmr ` fgnrs snvm `esdq adhmf qdb`ostqdc eqnl Hrhr¯+ 01 Cdbdladq 1/04+

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/jalawla-iraqi-city-remains-a-ghost-town-after-being-recaptured-from-isis-

a6770 976.html  (Accessed 19 January 2016) 

Rbnts V`qqhnq+ ®I`k`vk`9 @ knrs Hq`ph bhsx¯+ 03 I`mt`qx 1/04+http://www.scout.com/military/warrior/story/1501741 -jalawla-a-lost-

iraqi-city (Accessed 19 January 2016) 

A`rMdvr+ ®Yazidi Commander: PKK and YPG Creating Tension between Kurds and Arabr¯+ 04 I`mt`qx 1/05+

http://basnews.com/index.php/so/news/119869 (Accessed 19 January 2016)  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/jalawla-iraqi-city-remains-a-ghost-town-after-being-recaptured-from-isis-a6770976.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/jalawla-iraqi-city-remains-a-ghost-town-after-being-recaptured-from-isis-a6770976.html
http://www.scout.com/military/warrior/story/1501741-jalawla-a-lost-iraqi-city
http://www.scout.com/military/warrior/story/1501741-jalawla-a-lost-iraqi-city
http://basnews.com/index.php/so/news/119869


 

 

areas.  

In 1988 a series of military operations known as the Anfal campaign by the Iraqi army against the Kurdish 

population were characterized by mass human rights violations, including war crimes and crimes against 

humanity. These included large scale extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearance of civilians, chemical 

weapons attacks which killed thousands of civilians in the town of Halabja and several villages, wholesale 

destruction of hundreds of villages and several towns, forced displacement of hundreds of thousands of people, 

and arbitrary arrest and detention. 

A Kurdish uprising in 1991 following the first Gulf War led to the establishment of the semi -autonomous KRG to 

the north of the disputed areas, protected by a no-fly zone established by the USA, the UK and France, making 

the area off-limits to the Iraqi air force. 13 

After the US-led invasion and occupation of Iraq in 2003, the KRG gradually imposed more control over parts of 

the disputed areas, whose fate was to be determined by a referendum to be held by the end of 2007, as stipulated 

by the Iraqi Constitution of 2005, 14 but which has not yet been held. 

Though both Kurdish and Arab politicians and community leaders claim sole ownership of the disputed areas, 

sgqntfg dsgmhb`kkx dwbktrhud m`qq`shudr cdrhfmdc sn ankrsdq sgdhq bk`hlr+ sgdrd `qd`r l`jd to nmd ne sgd bntmsqxr

most diverse regions ± home to many ethnic and religious communities. These include Assyrian and Chaldean 

Bgqhrsh`mr+ Edxkhr+ J`j`hr+ Rg`a`jr+ Stqjldm 'Rtmmhr `mc Rgh`(+ Xdzidis ± `r vdkk `r @q`ar 'l`inqhsx Rgh`

throughout the country) and Kurds (majority Sunni).  

In post-2003 Iraq , ethnic and religious fault lines have widened and taken on new and dangerous dimensions.  

While a vicious Sunni-Rgh` rdbs`qh`m rsqhed g`r dmftkedc bdmsq`k Hq`p enq sgd o`rs cdb`cd+ sgd Jtqchrg `tsgnqhshdr

have seized the opportunity created by the vacuum to impose greater de-facto control on the disputed areas.  They 

g`ud rntfgs sn qdudqrd sgd e`bsr nm sgd fqntmc bqd`sdc ax sgd enqbdc ®`q`ahy`shnm¯ onkhbx ne sgd R`cc`l Gtrrdhm

regime in previous decades, in the process contributing to a wave of displacement of Arabs,15 and have attempted 

to co-opt and pressure minority communities into identifying as Kurds. 16   

The events of 2014 have dramatically exacerbated inter-communal tensions in the disputed areas. The looming 

threat from IS, with its rhetoric against non -Sunnis and non-Arabs,17 unleashed a groundswell of anti -Arab feelings 

among the Kurds and other ethnic and religious communities in the disputed area. 

 

 

 

                                                      

13 A second no-ekx ynmd v`r drs`akhrgdc hm sgd rntsg ne Hq`p `s sgd r`ld shld+ sn oqnsdbs Rgh` bnlltmhshdr vgn vdqd `krn `s qhrj

ne qdoqhr`kr enkknvhmf ` Rgh` toqhrhmf sgdqd- 

14 Rdd Hq`pr Lhmhrsqx ne sgd Hmsdqhnq+ M`shnm`khsx Chqdbsnq`sd+ The Iraqi Constitution, 

http://www.iraqinationality.gov.iq/attach/iraqi_constitution.pdf  

Also see: Sgd Jtqchrg M`shnm`k Bnmfqdrr+ @qshbkd 03/9 Hq`pr Bnmrshstshnm+ Jhqjtj `mc the Disputed territories 

http://www.kncna.org/docs/pdf_files/oleary_paper.pdf 

15 Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg ®Bk`hlr hm Bnmekhbs9 Qdudqrhmf Dsgmhb Bkd`mrhmf hm Mnqsgdqm Hq`p¯+ 1//3

https://www.hrw.org/reports/2004/iraq0804/  

16 Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®Nm Utkmdq`akd Fqntmc9 Uhnkdmbd `f`hmrs Lhmnqhsx Bnlltmhshdr hm Mhmdudg Oqnuhmbdr Chrotsdc

Sdqqhsnqhdr¯++ 1//8https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/11/10/vulnerable-ground/violence-against-minority-communities-nineveh-

provinces-disputed 

17 Though most of the HR uhbtims are Muslims, its rhetoric is heavily anti non -Sunnis and non-Arabs.  

http://www.iraqinationality.gov.iq/attach/iraqi_constitution.pdf
http://www.kncna.org/docs/pdf_files/oleary_paper.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2004/iraq0804/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/11/10/vulnerable-ground/violence-against-minority-communities-nineveh-provinces-disputed
https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/11/10/vulnerable-ground/violence-against-minority-communities-nineveh-provinces-disputed


 

 

DESTRUCTION OF HOMES AND PROPERTY 
Amnesty International found widespread burning of homes and property in villages and towns in Nineveh, Kirkuk 

and Diyala governorates which Peshmerga forces captured from IS fighters between September 2014 and March 

2015 and which currently remain under Peshmerga control. Ten of the 12 villages surveyed in field research and 

satellite image review were completely or almost completely destroyed, and two others sustained extensive damage 

and destruction a significantly higher level of damage than would be expected in the context of even intense 

ground fighting. In none of these areas were air bombardments reported as more than sporadic, where they 

occurred at all, and no craters from air bombardments were observed. Bulldozers tracks have been observed during 

field research in one of the destroyed villages and possible tracks have been noted in satellite images in three 

other villages, consistent with testimonies of residents and witnesses who told Amnesty International that 

Peshmerga forces and Yezidi militias had used bulldozers to destroy the villages. In five villages large numbers of 

burned down buildings were observed during field visits and in  three other villages satellite images revealed that 

roofs were missing in a high percentage of building remaining standing, indicating that the structures were burned 

down, consistent with testimonies of residents and witnesses who told Amnesty International that they had seen 

fires in the villages in the days or weeks after these had been taken over by Peshmerga forces. 

In towns and villages which Amnesty International researchers were able to access, they observed four patterns of 

destruction: Most or all the houses had been burned down or struck with bulldozers (bulldozers tracks visible) in 

such a manner as to make the walls collapse partially or entirely. Many of the bulldozed structured had previously 

been burned down. In one village where virtually every single house had been blown up members of the 

Peshmerga told Amnesty International that they had blown up the house so that the residents would never return.  

Two villages had been bulldozed and razed to the ground completely, one of which Peshmerga told Amnesty 

International had been bulldozed after it had been recaptured so as to create an empty area.  In none of the 

villages visited did Amnesty International researchers find evidence of intense fighting, such as significant 

munition impacts or spent or unused shells and cartridges. 

DIYALA GOVERNORATE, VILLAGES WEST OF JALAWLA CITY 
IS fighters attacked Jalawla on 10 June 2014, capturing part of the  city and surrounding areas in mid- June and 

the rest in August.  Clashes in and around the city continued until late November 2014, when the city and 

rtqqntmchmf `qd`r vdqd qdb`ostqdc ax Odrgldqf` enqbdr `mc ldladqr ne rdudq`k Rgh` lhkhsh`r nodq`shmf vhsg sgd

consent and support of the Iraqi central government and backed by Iran.18     

The entire population of Jalawla, some 87,000 people, and thousands of residents of surrounding villages were 

displaced. Many fled when IS fighters arrived and others left after  fighting broke out when Peshmerga forces and 

Rgh` lhkhsh`r lnudc sn chrkncge IS fighters from the areas. More than a year since Jalawla and surroundings were 

recaptured from IS fighters, residents have not been allowed to go back home. Many have nothing to go back to, 

as their homes and property have been looted and destroyed ± some deliberately by IS fighters, some in the 

ehfgshmf+ `mc rnld ax Odrgldqf` enqbdr `mc Rgh` lhkhsh`r `esdq sgd areas were recaptured from IS. The city of 

Jalawla, most of whose residents were Arabs,19 sustained large scale damage in the fighting, especially in the 

                                                      

18 Qdtsdqr+ ®Qhu`kqhdr qdrtqe`bd hm Hqaqi town recaptured from Islamic State¯+ 7 Cdbdladq 1/03+9

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-jalawla-idUSKBN0JM16E20141208  (Accessed 19 January 2016) 

Rudaw, ®Jalawla: a lawless ghost town of Peshmerga and Shiite militias̄ + 05 Cdbdladq

2014, http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/161220141  (Accessed 19 January 2016) 

Sgd C`hkx Ad`rs+ ®The Kurd-Shia War Behind the War on ISIS̄ + 5 L`x

2015, http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/06/05/the -kurd-shia-war-behind-the-war-on-isis.html  (Accessed 19 January 

2016)  

19 Jalawla was a mixed city, historically with a majority Kurdish population with a sizeable Turkment minority and other 

communities, but many of its non-Arab residents were forced to leave in previous decades, notably in the 1970s ± 1990s during 

the so-b`kkdc ®`q`ahy`shnm¯ b`lo`hfmr ne sgd R`cc`l Gtrrdhm qdfhld- L`mx Jtqcr qdstqmdc sn sgd bhsx `esdq 1//2 ats

subsequently left again because of insecurity.  Population figure given to Amnesty International by local KRG officials vary, with 

the percentage of Arab residents between 70 and 90 percent.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-jalawla-idUSKBN0JM16E20141208
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/161220141
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/06/05/the-kurd-shia-war-behind-the-war-on-isis.html


 

 

southern districts of Tajneed, where IS fighters were based, and nearby Wahda.20 Odrgldqf` `mc Rgh` lhkhsh`r+

both of whom battled IS and claim to have played the decisive role in recapturing the area, have blamed each 

other for the looting and destruction of homes and businesses.21  Blame for the destruction has not just been 

sq`cdc adsvddm Odrgldqf` `mc Rgh` lhkhsh`r ats `krn adsvddm cheedqdms lhkhsh`r who participated in the 

operation.22  Amnesty International has not been able to investigate in sufficient details the circumstances of the 

destruction and damage which occurred during the fighting and immediately after the recapture of the city in 

November 2014.  Further investigation is necessary to establish the roles and responsibilities for the damage and 

destruction of the various actors operating at different time in the city since June 2014.  

 

Destroyed markets in Jalawla © Amnesty International 

                                                      

20 TMNR@S+ ®C`l`fd `rrdrrldms ne I`k`vk`+ Chx`k` Fnudqmnq`sd+ Hq`p¯+ 15June 2015, 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNOSAT_A3_Portrait_Jalawla_Damage_20150206.pdf (Accessed 19 

January 2016)  

21 Sgd Chqdbsnq ne I`k`vk`+ @at @gl`c+ `oonhmsdc ax sgd JQF hm 1/04+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k9 ®89 percent of the police in 

Jalawla were terrorists, [prior to the capture of the city by IS] and 72 terrorists came to Jalawla after its liberation with  the 

Khorasani militia as part of the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMU, the mostly Shi` lhkhsh`r nodq`shmf hmcdodmcdmskx ne sgd

armed and security forces, but under the authority of the Iraqi Prime  Minister), and Khorasani militiamen burned and looted 

buildings in Jalawla and abducted residents who went back to Jalawla to retrieve their belongings and then demanded ransoms 

to release them.  So we got them [the militia] out of Jalawla and now there are no more PMU in Jalawla.̄ 'Hmsdquhdv+ I`k`vk`+

17 November 2015).  

@krn rdd9 XntStad+ ®Hslamic State (ISIS): The Sectarian Aftermath in Iraq's Jalawla; Journalist Rozh Ahmad follows local human 

rights activist Salam Abdullah documenting the aftermath of the Islamic State (IS) war in the multi -ethnic disputed town of 

Jalawla north Iraq̄ : 0/ I`mt`qx 1/049https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZh3ZXtZlKw (Accessed 19 January 2016) 

22 A member of the Badr militias told Amnesty International that members of the Khorasani militias were responsible for looting 

and burning down homes and businesses in Jalawla, and a member of the Saraya al-Salam militia told Amnesty International 

that Badr militiamen also looted and burned and vandalised property in the city. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNOSAT_A3_Portrait_Jalawla_Damage_20150206.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZh3ZXtZlKw


 

 

Meanwhile, looting and damage to property in Jalawla is reported to be ongoing. Residents of nearby villages have 

told Amnesty International that as recently as December 2015 they have seen pick-up trucks going to Jalawla and 

returning loaded with doors, windows, sinks, electrical fixtures and other materials which are ripped out from 

houses and shops. Two policemen from the area have told the organization that both members of Peshmerga 

forces and private individuals are involved in such looting, the latter with the permission of Peshmerga forces who 

control access into the now deserted city.  One of officer told Amnesty International: 

®He Odrgldqf` fn sn I`k`vk` `mc bnld a`bj vhsg ` edv cnnqr `mc ` rhmj hs cndrms ld`m `mxsghmf `r sgd

material could be from their own houses, but that is obviously not the case when they bring such material 

by the truckload again and again. No Peshmerga has that many houses, and these people are not even 

from the city anyway-¯23   

Nearby Arab villages which were recaptured by the Peshmerga suffered widespread destruction, much of it 

inflicted  after the fighting had ended. Shaddad Hussein, a father of seven from Jumeili, a village 12 Km north-

west of Jalawla which was home to some 570 families, told Amnesty International: 

®H snnj lx e`lhkx `mc kdes Itldhkh hm Itmd 1/03+ `r rnnm `r C`drg b`ld sn sgd `qd`- H g`ud mdudq addm

allowed back; nobody is allowed. The Peshmerga freed the area on 24 November 2014 and after that 

they destroyed the whole village. They are using five houses and have bulldozed the rest. We can see it 

eqnl ` chrs`mbd ats b`ms fn a`bj: `mxv`x mnv sgdqd hr mnsghmf sn fn a`bj sn- Lx dmshqd khedr vnqj `mc

lx bghkcqdmr etstqd+ sgdx g`ud atkkcnydr dudqxsghmf+ cdrsqnxdc hs `kk-¯24 

Another resident of Jumeili, Mohammed Ali, told Amnesty International that the Peshmerga destroyed his house 

and that of his brother, along with the rest of the village which was largely destroyed.   

 ®Me and my brother have eight children each. Our homes have been destroyed and so has our livelihood. 

Vd vdqd e`qldqr+ `mc mnv vd b`ms fn sn ntq k`mc `mxlnqd- Vd kdes dudqxsghmf hm ntq gnldr and now 

everything has gone-¯25   

Another resident, Said Hamid, said he had left Jumeili on 13 August 2014, when Peshmerga forces and Shia 

lhkhsh`r rs`qsdc sn lnud snv`qcr HR ehfgsdqr onrhshnm- Gd r`hc sg`s to sn sgdm HR ehfgsdqr vdqd a`rdc ax sgd k`jd+

some distance from the village:   

®I took my family and we left because we feared that there would be clashes between the two sides and 

we would find ourselves in the middle. After the area was liberated in late November [2014] I tried to go 

the village but when I reached the Peshmerga checkpoint they said I could not pass, even though I had a 

paper from the PUK (the main Kurdish political party in the area) office in Qara Tapa giving me 

permission to go to my house to collect some of my belongings. Nobody has been allowed to go back, 

except for the Mokhtar (Village Chief) who was allowed to go at the beginning to bring the animals.  I 

know the Peshmerga have destroyed the village because I saw it from the distance.  The whole village 

was flattened, not just lx gntrd- Vd `qd `kk hm sgd r`ld rhst`shnm- H cnms jmnv vgx sgdx chc sghr- Sgdqd

is no reason̄ -26  

                                                      

23 Interview, Diyala, 18 November 2015 

24 Interview, Diyala, 18 November 2015 

25 Interview, Diyala, 19 November 2015 

26 Interview, Diyala, 19 November 2015 



 

 

Amnesty International researchers visited the area in November 2015. While there, they were apprehended by 

Peshmerga and taken to meet the commander in a house in Jumeili being used by Peshmerga as their base.27  The 

commander denied the organiz`shnmr qdrd`qbgdqr odqlhrrhnm sn uhrhs sgd `qd` `mc g`c sgdl drbnqsdc nts ne sgd

area by Peshmerga who did not allow them to take photographs or film the destruction.  However, during the visit 

researchers observed a scene of utter desolation. With the exception of a small cluster of few houses occupied by 

Peshmerga, all other visible structures in the main part of the village were reduced to rubble. The ground was 

covered in rubble and crushed household goods that seemed to have been bulldozed. Satellite images analysis 

show that in Jumeili 95 % of all walls and low lying structures in the main part of the village have been destroyed. 

Of the structures that remain, a majority of all rooftops and windows have been damaged or destroyed. Possible 

bulldozer tracks are noted near debris piles where walls and buildings once stood.  

 

                                                      

27 Jumeili village, Diyala, 18 November 2015 

The destruction evident in Jumeili (before and after) © DigitalGlobe 
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On the way to Jumeili Amnesty international researchers passed by the villages of Tabaj 

Hamid, 5km south-west of Jalawla, which they observed had been  completely razed to the 

ground, and Bahiza, five km south of Jumeili, where they observed extensive destruction.  

Satellite images and analysis for these two villages reveal that Tabaj Hamid was completely 

razed to the ground, with not a single structure left standing. Possible bulldozer tracks are 

noted near debris piles where walls and buildings once stood; and in Bahiza 50% of all roofs 

were damaged or destroyed, seemingly by fire.  

Tabaj Hamid completely razed to the ground © CNES 2015 

Maher Nubul, a father of 11 and grandfather of 55, told Amnesty International that he and 

his family had left the village of Tabaj Hamid in August 2014:   






















































